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For some electric-furnace processes coal burned in steam boilers                          f
may be used to generate power, but a considerable saving can now                         /;
be effected by the use of coal, which need not be of very good quality,                         ,; !
in gas producers for running large gas engines; while the extensive                        * i
deposits of peat, which are now being developed, may be utilized                         J
in the same way.                                                                                                      ; ,
Other sources of electric power, which may be used in the future,                          ^
when the price of coal is getting higher, are the immense movements                         . j
of water known as the tides.   Attempts have also been made to har-                        ;/;!
ness the ocean waves, whose great power is attested by many rock-                          -%/,;•,
bound coasts, and although their irregularity renders them unsuit-                        ?/f!
able for electric lighting and other uses of electricity where constancy                       $jj
is an essential factor, it would seem possible that certain smelting         ,              $l
operations could be conducted in this way.   In certain parts of the                       1$
world the wind blows with considerable force and great regularity,                       ;|^
and this might be utilized for the production of electric power at a                       If!
moderate expense.                                                                                                   |;j
The strides of physical science in recent years have been so enor-                       >$
mous that there seems to be no limit to what may ultimately be                       |;|
possible, and if in the future we are able, as suggested by Lord Kelvin,                       ^
to draw endless supplies of power from the ether itself, we can wait                       ||f
with quiet minds the exhaustion of the coal supplies of the world. •                      pj
1
i\-furnace can also be employed.   This; ^          j
